
Hello, and thanks very much for taking the time to read this manifesto, in such a strange and 

isolating time. My name is Christine Ratzlaff and I am a nominee for Postgraduate Officer at 

Mary Immaculate College’s Student’s Union. 

I am the current Postgrad Officer and I am currently in my 3rd year of a postgraduate degree in 

Philosophy. In my first year at Mary I, was a MISU class rep for the postgraduate Philosophy 

students. Before my life in Ireland, I was a student at Arizona State University in the USA, 

where I obtained a bachelor’s degree in philosophy and religious studies and a taught master’s 

degree in Interdisciplinary Studies where I graduated with highest honors. 

During my tenure at ASU, I was a founding member of the philosophy society, Secretary of the 

Interdisciplinary Student Association, and in my final year was the President of the 

Interdisciplinary Student Association. In my various roles, I was responsible for the organization, 

budget, and planning of the student association itself, as well as several student events including 

academic conferences, college, state, and federal voting initiatives, and Pride rallies. 

Those are my qualifications, but you may wonder what I am going to DO as postgraduate officer. 

• I will continue to work to accurately represent and advocate for my fellow students and 

their needs, whether that means bringing up something like scheduling conflicts, of any 

sort or a hard truth like unequal treatment. I am not afraid of speaking truth to power. 

• I will continue to make suggestions for new programs or events if the need arises, or 

changes to old ones in order to facilitate the changing needs of our community. 

• I will continue to disseminate information to my fellow students that directly or even 

indirectly impacts any area of their lives. They will remain informed. 

• I will continue to proudly represent this college in University of Limerick’s Postgraduate 

group as part of the larger organization, and work to promote unity between the 

campuses. 

• As well, I will continue to be available as an ear or an advocate to any student, 

postgraduate or not, who has a problem or concern. Someone must listen and someone 

must act. 

If I have already earned your vote, I thank you and I do hope to find you happy for your decision. 

If you have not yet decided, I would encourage you to ask questions for any type of clarification 

you may need to make up your mind. I am always open to any relevant questions. 

Thanks very much for your time and consideration and I will “see” you at the polls. 

 

 

 


