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Hello there, 

 

 

 

My name is Áine Stafford and I am a final year Bachelor 

of Education student in Mary Immaculate College. I am looking for your 

number 1 vote for Student Union President on Thursday the 15th of March. I am 

a motivated, determined and diligent person who wants to bring about 

change to Mary Immaculate College in both the Mary I and Thurles 

campuses. I am interested in listening to what the students want and acting 

on it.  

From my involvement in different societies in the college over the last three 

and a half years and through completing the B.E.D course I have learnt a lot 

about Mary Immaculate College. I can relate to the problems that students 

may have and I want to make a difference to improve all aspects of college 

life. My involvement in the college has fueled my passion for this role and my 

experience will help me to represent students accordingly. 

I can relate to the problems that the students can face on a day to day basis 

and if elected I will strive to address these issues. 

Our manifesto is  realistic and achievable it includes addressing problems 

that each student can relate to for example  

 Rachel and I want to revise the current medical centre system to 

reduce waiting times.  

 Build structures to ensure student welfare is a priority. 

 We want to lobby to revise, reform, and remove repetitive modules 

such as Schools and Society.  

 We want to Increase the number of places in and opportunities to 

complete the TEAL elective. 

 Resurface and extend the grounds of the temporary car park. 

 These are just some examples of the things we want to change to 

improve college life for all students. 

 

In first year I was one of the four founding members of the Saint Vincent de 

Paul Society and every year since I have held an active role on the 

committee including president for two years running. I gained a lot of skills 

and experience through my role in Saint Vincent de Paul over the last few 

years including organizational, leadership, perseverance, communication 

and listening skills. For the success of the SVP society it was vital as president 

to listen to the members. I believe this also holds true for the role of Student 

Union President, it is vital to listen to the students. I hope to bring all of these 

skills and qualities to the role of Student Union President. 

I am a friendly, helpful and relatable person if elected both Rachel and I will 

uphold the open door policy adapted by the many predecessors in the 

Students’ Union. I would like all students to feel comfortable to come to the 
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Student’s Union with any problems or difficulties they may be experiencing. I 

will promise to listen to all concerns and do anything I can with confidentiality 

to help solve any issue.  

I believe that I am the most suitable candidate for the role and I hope I can 

count on you to vote Áine Stafford number 1 for President on Thursday the 

15th of March #STAFFORDNO.1 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi there! 
 

My name is Rachel Dunne and I am a final year Bachelor of 

Education student in Mary Immaculate College.  I am a 

really passionate, hard-working, caring person and I am 

delighted to be running for the role of Vice-

President/Academic Officer of the MISU for the next 

academic year 2018/19 and am looking for your number 1 

vote on Thursday the 15th of March. 

 

I have been actively involved in the college community throughout the three 

and a half years that I have spent in Mary I so far, and while I have focused 

my energy thus far into the MISU societies I am really passionate about 

bringing a change to and improving all aspects of college life in both the 

Mary I and Thurles campuses. 

I was involved in setting up the Mary I SVP Society in the college with Áine 

Stafford when we were in first year and I have had an active role on the 

committee every year since then, including the role of chairperson last year 

where I used my position to organise fundraisers, raise awareness about 

pressing issues in Irish society, and bring positivity to the college through 

positive mental health events. My passion for helping others is strikingly clear 

About Me 
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from my work within the Mary I SVP Society and I want to bring that passion 

and work ethic to the role of Vice-President/Academic Officer of the 

Students’ Union where I can use my position to assist the entire student body 

with their problems and concerns. 

 

Throughout my three and a half years in the B.Ed. programme I have 

undertaken modules from the B.A. programme and the B.A. ECCE 

programme and I believe that my experience from these different courses will 

help me to represent students accordingly. There are many unique issues 

within all of the programmes in the campuses of Mary Immaculate College 

and I would love to work to make improvement where they are so badly 

needed. While we were making up our manifesto, Áine and I contacted as 

many people as possible in all of the different courses that Mary Immaculate 

College offers to ask them about problems that they have in their courses. 

We then put a lot of consideration into drafting a manifesto with realistic 

solutions to all of these problems, and I am confident that if elected we will 

succeed in carrying out these aims. 

 

If elected, I will uphold the open door policy adapted by the many 

predecessors in the Students’ Union, and I continue to preserve a safe and 

welcoming environment for any problems, queries, or ideas, no matter how 

small.  I care about the needs and concerns of all students and will do 

everything within my power to assist any and all students in any way that I 

can. I would really appreciate if you Vote No. 1 for Rachel Dunne for Mary 

Immaculate Students’ Union Vice President/Academic Officer on Thursday 

the 15th March. 

 #LetsGetThingsDunne 

 

 

 

 

Thank you. 
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Bachelor of Arts 

 

 Introduce more information sessions on second level and primary level 

teaching for Bachelor of Arts students. 

 

 Increase the number of places in and opportunities to complete the 

TEAL elective. 

 

 Invite guest speakers and introduce more stands advertising career 

opportunities for students in the Tara forum, similar to the B.Ed. teaching 

fair. 

 

 Liaise with the placement office to find placements more suitable to 

the student’s subjects, allowing for greater employment opportunity 

after graduation. (i.e. French, Media, English, Philosophy, etc..).  

 

 Advocate for a consistent level of feedback to be given to students by 

all lecturers in all subject areas.  Feedback should be given after every 

assignment so that students can learn from their shortcomings. 

 

 Advocate for the use of study guides for all content-heavy modules in 

order to ease the pressure of students at exam times. 

 

 Advocate for outdated modules and courses, e.g. Irish and French to 

be reviewed and renewed. 

 

 Advocate for the statistic module in psychology to be moved to the 

third year of the course to better prepare students for their F.Y.P. 

 

 Lobby for more support and more contact with the college for students 

on their third year placement. 

 

 Advocate for the more feedback for the third year placement and for 

students to receive the results of their placement at a sooner date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Academic Issues 

Stafford Number 1, 

Let’s Get Things 
Dunne 
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Bachelor of Education / Professional Masters in Education 

 

 Lobby to revise and reform the new layout of school placement. 

Advocate to bring back the multi-grade placement and to have the 

infant placement as separate from the extended placement. 

 

 Lobby to revise, reform, and remove repetitive modules such as 

Schools and Society. 

 

 Advocate for all students, including those who wish to go on Erasmus, 

be enabled to undertake the Assessment module in third year. 

 

 Lobby for greater teaching quality in certain modules and subject 

areas, especially those with high failure rates.  

 

 Lobby to increase the number and quality of Irish modules in the 

course. 

 

 Lobby to reduce the cost of the compulsory Gaeltacht placement and 

for the reinstatement of subsidies for students. 

 

 Work to improve the specialisms offered in the course, and request 

more detailed descriptions of what each involve, and highlight clearly 

which ones involve F.Y.P.s and which ones provide five taught modules. 

 

 Provide more and better elective options for students on the multi-

disciplinary route. 

 

 Increase the number of places in and opportunities to complete the 

TEAL elective. 

 

 Advocate for all students to have access to the course content and 

Moodle pages of all electives in order to enable independent learning 

in the different areas that interest them. 

 

 Liaise with faculty members to ensure the regulation of assessments 

across all electives.  All students should be asked to produce the same 

amount of work, regardless of their elective.  

 

 Liaise with the Arts Department to ensure more clarity is given on what 

is expected of the B.Ed. students in the Arts electives and ensure that 

considerations are made for B.Ed. students when they share the 

elective with Arts students. 
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 Lobby to increase the level of contact that students completing F.Y.P.’s 

are allowed to have with their dissertation supervisors, and provide 

more support for these students throughout the F.Y.P. process. 

 

 Lobby for the introduction of USB planning for students on school 

placement in order to dramatically reduce the overall cost. 

 

 Lobby to re-evaluate and change the current school placement 

grading system in order to make a fairer system which accounts for the 

developments students make throughout the placement.  

 

 Advocate for the inclusion of class teachers in the grading process for 

school placement. 

 

 Lobby for more feedback to be given during placement especially at 

the end of the placement, more than just a grade should be given. 

 

 Greater communication of specific placement requirements for both 

students and tutors, ensuring that everyone is working towards the 

same goal. 

 

 Introduce greater support systems for students during school 

placement.  Create links within Moodle where students can engage in 

Q&A’s to help with specific issues (i.e. behaviour management, SEN, 

etc.). 

 

 Lobby to ensure that a full week of planning is provided for all students 

prior to beginning teaching practice. 

 

 Re-introduce Fearas Day.  Make the art room and supplies available for 

group-preparation of resources in the college, prior to school 

placement. 

 

 Lobby for financial support for students on extended placement. 

 

 Get rid of unnecessary course expenses such as P.E. tracksuits and Art 

Packs. 

 

 Try to organise timetables so that the majority of fourth students have a 

four day week in the second semester if they have few contact hours in 

order to allow more students to commute if they so wish. 

 

 Set up additional workshops in final year on how to complete vital 

documents and procedures such as completing the cúntas míosúil, 

attendance systems, etc..  
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 Introduce practical workshops in the final year of the programme 

based on interview techniques and job applications to prepare 

students to get a job. 

 

 Lobby to introduce First Aid, Manual Handling, and Child Protection 

courses as part of the programme.  

 

 Lobby to introduce a third-level career guidance counsellor who may 

be asked for advice leading up to graduation. 

 

 Advocate for more support for students who fail school placement, 

throughout the whole year to boost their self-confidence and to 

prevent them from feeling isolated from the college community. 

 

 Advocate for the use of study guides for all content-heavy modules in 

order to ease the pressure of students at exam times. 

 

 Lobby for the introduction of optional non-examinable practical 

modules that focus on different strategies and practical advice for 

teachers working in ASD classes and units. 

 

 Ensure lectures are informed about their students’ placements and 

ensure that lecture content is tailored towards specific placements. 

 

 Advocate for more academic writing workshops in first and second 

year. 

 

 

 

B.Ed. in Education and Psychology 

 

 Ensure the recognition of B.Ed. and Psychology students across the 

college and ensure that they are not forgotten about or over-looked. 

 

 Ensure that students receive text notifications when their lectures are 

cancelled. 

 

 Lobby for the B.Ed. and Psychology students to get their own course 

coordinator, separate from the B.Ed. course coordinator. 

 

 Advocate for the Arts department and the Education department 

work together to ensure that deadlines for students are not clashing. 

 

 Ensure that psychology lectures are aware of the times of the B.Ed. and 

Psychology student’s school placement, and that the courses are 

adapted to account for it. 
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 Ensure that B.Ed. and Psychology students get the same recognition in 

classes as B.Ed. students, and that in modules where B.Ed. and 

Psychology students are mixed with another year group, e.g. Religious 

Education, lecturers adapt the content for B.Ed. and Psychology 

students and their upcoming placements. 

 

 Advocate for more S.E.N. modules for students. 

 

 Lobby to increase the level of contact that students are allowed to 

have with their dissertation supervisors, and provide more support for 

these students throughout the F.Y.P. process. 

 

 Lobby for students to receive more opportunities to teach religious 

education throughout the course other than just in their extended 

placement. 

 

 Advocate for students to receive the same amount of education 

modules as B.Ed. students, e.g. History and Geography Education, 

Development Education. 

 

 Advocate for more support for students with SPSS. 

 

 Advocate for more support for students with their statistical analysis for 

their F.Y.P.’s. 

 

 Lobby for the introduction of optional non-examinable practical 

modules that focus on different strategies and practical advice for 

teachers working in ASD classes and units. 

 

 

 

B.A. in Early Childhood Care and Education 

 

 Promote the further inclusion of E.C.C.E. students in the academic life 

of the college. 

 

 Lobby for placement partners with the department of E.C.C.E. with a 

view to increasing collaborative ideas and conversation on how to 

tackle issues in the classroom. 

 

 Re-introduce Fearas Day.  Make the art room and supplies available for 

group-preparation of resources in the college, prior to school 

placement. 

 

 Introduce an Early Childhood careers fair, specifically for E.C.C.E. 

students. 
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 Lobby to introduce an optional Irish module to benefit transition to 

P.M.E. for E.C.C.E. students. 

 

 Lobby to introduce First Aid, Manual Handling, and Child Protection 

courses as part of the programme.  

 

 Advocate for the use of study guides for all content-heavy modules in 

order to ease the pressure of students at exam times. 

 

 Lobby for the introduction of optional non-examinable practical 

modules that focus on different strategies and practical advice for 

teachers working in ASD classes and units. 

 

 Lobby for the introduction of optional non-examinable practical 

modules that focus on different strategies and practical advice for 

early childcare professionals working in ASD units and early intervention 

units. 

 

 Advocate for more classes in the Tara building instead of the 

foundation building. 

 

 

 

BA in Contemporary & Applied Theatre Studies 

 

 Promote the further inclusion of students in the academic life of the 

college. 

 

 Ensure that C.A.T.S. students have their voices heard at faculty 

meetings, despite their small numbers. 

 

 Introduce C.A.T.S. – themed events day in the Tara forum to showcase 

the course, its members and their work. 

 

 Assist in locating rehearsal spaces for practice of performances. 

 

 Advocate for the use of study guides for all content-heavy modules in 

order to ease the pressure of students at exam times. 

 

 Assist students in promoting and publicizing their events and shows. 
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Post-Graduate Students 

 

 Promote the further inclusion of post-grad students in the academic life 

of the college. 

 

 Aim to make the John Henry Newman campus a welcoming and 

energetic place for all post-grad students. 

 

 Lobby for better facilities in the John Henry Newman campus. 

 

 Lobby to return post-graduate access to staff facilities. 

 

 Introduce more post-grad social mixers including coffee mornings and 

evening social events in order to promote the inclusion of all students in 

college life. 

 

 Re-introduce the Post-Grad society and assist them in organising events 

around the college. 

 

 Assist post graduate students in advertising and running conferences 

and symposiums. 

 

 Promote and publicise the Inter-Varsity post graduate conference to all 

students. 

 

 

 

Students in St. Patrick’s Campus, Thurles 

 

 Ensure that MIC Thurles students’ voices are heard just as clearly as MIC 

Limerick students’ voices. 

 

 Sustain a more regular MISU presence in MIC Thurles campus, allowing 

for more contact time for academic issues. 

 

 Work with the Thurles officer to organise events both on and off 

campus for students. 

 

 Lobby for the final placement in fourth year be moved to the second 

semester to make it easier for students to source accommodation. 

 

 Lobby for placement to be reinstated in the third year of the 

programmes. 
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 Advocate for the football pitch to be re-lined and for changing rooms 

to be installed. 

 

 Look into re-fencing the tennis courts. 

 

 Work with the students to set up active clubs and societies to benefit 

student life. 

 

 

 

International Students 

 

 Assist the International Society in promoting and publicizing their event. 

 

 Organise and hold mixer events for International and Irish students 

together to promote friendships in order to help international students 

settle in to life in the college. 

 

 Organise International Fair events, to promote students’ cultures from 

all parts of the world. 

 

 Assist International Students with organising tours around Ireland. 
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 Lobby to renovate the on-campus accommodation. 

 

 Revise the current medical centre system; have set time limits for 

appointments with the nurses and make the nurses more accountable 

for the number of students that they see in a day. 

 

 Lobby for longer opening hours for the library and computer rooms, 

especially around exam times. 

 

 Look into the possibility of opening extra lecture rooms around the 

college as places to study for fourth year students completing their 

dissertations. 

 

 Look into the possibility of opening extra lecture rooms around the 

college for studying in the evenings during exam times. 

 

 Consult with hotels and hostels around the college in order to arrange 

deals for students’ accommodation, especially during the second 

semester of college. 

 

 Lobby for the introduction of a bus stop outside the Mary I campus to 

make it easier for students that are commuting. 

 

 Consult with businesses and carparks around the college to make 

deals for students’ parking. 

 

 Advocate to resurface the temporary car park and to extend the 

grounds of it into the empty land beside it. 

 

 Set up college-organised volunteering opportunities for students 

around the college and the city and accredit the students for the hours 

that they volunteer at the end of the year. 

 

 Put greater emphasis and energy into the themed weeks in the 

academic year, e.g. positive mental health week, drugs and alcohol 

awareness week, clubs and socs week. 

 

 Lobby for more wheelchair accessibility around the college, for 

example the installment of wider doors with door release buttons. 

 

College Services 

Stafford Number 1, 
Let’s Get Things 
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 Lobby for a greater selection of food from the canteen. 

 

 Lobby for better food selection in the library building, possibly a 

sandwich vending machine for when the Siopa is closed. 

 

 Bring in more recycling bins for a greener campus. 

 

 Publicise the microwaves in the Chaplaincy and in the Seomra 

Caidrimh to ensure that all students are aware of them, and lobby to 

get a microwave that students can use in the SU. 

 

 Lobby for extra water fountains to be set up around the college. 

 

 Put a better system in place for the booking of rooms to ensure that 

rooms are not double booked. 

 

 Advocate for the renovation of one of the meditation rooms into a 

sensory room. 

 

 Advocate for the sanitary product machines to be stocked in the girls’ 

bathrooms around the college. 

 

 Introduce mixers during orientation registration times to reduce waiting 

times. Use as potential time to showcase Wired.fm and college 

societies. 

 

 Introduce a more varied selection of clothing sizes to be on sale at the 

S.U., especially women’s clothing sizes. 

 

 Lobby for more bus runs between Mary I and City Campus in the winter 

evenings to ensure that students get home safely. 

 

 Review and revise the current councelling service in the college to 

decrease waiting times and reduce the number of students on the 

waiting list at any one time. 

 

 Promote and publicise all of the college’s services for students with 

health conditions and disabilities, and be there to advise and support 

all of these students. 

 

 Look into the possibility of recording lectures for students who are out 

sick for long periods of time to help them stay up to date with lecture 

content. 
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 Greater publicity for and involvement in the clubs and societies within 

the college. 

 

 Organise an MISU clubs and societies mixer at the beginning of the 

year in order to promote collaborations between clubs and societies. 

 

 Organise a big end of year event together with all of the societies in 

the college for the student body. 

 

 Advocate for the involvement of college departments in MISU societies 

where appropriate in order to ensure the longevity of the societies. 

 

 Ensure the recognition of achievements by all clubs and societies 

throughout the college community.  

 

 Aim to increase recognition of the value of student involvement in 

clubs and societies for the college, with a view to greater leniency 

when missing lectures to represent MIC. 

 

 Continue to emphasise the charity aspect of Raise and Give Week. 

 

 Create online surveys for students to decide on the events of RAG 

week. 

 

 Advocate for a Clubs and Societies gala showcase to be held at the 

end of the year to celebrate the success of all sports teams and 

societies throughout the year. 

 

 Aim to introduce girl-orientated gym classes in Tailteann. 

 

 Aim to introduce of the Ask for Angela campaign around Limerick pubs 

and clubs. 

 

 Organise make-up masterclasses in the college and for make-up 

stands to set up in the Tara Forum before the balls for students to get 

advice and book make-up appointments. 

 

 Set up Facebook groups for every year group in the college to assist 

with communications between students for academic and social 

purposes, as well as to help students find accommodation. 

College Life 
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