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Hi everyone! My name is Niall Farrell and I am a 3rd Year B.Ed 

student here in MIC. I am running for the position of Culture and 

Irish Officer in the upcoming elections in, with one of my closest 

friends, Ashton O`Rourke. I am presently undertaking the final 

core Gaeilge module of my degree and after my three years in 

MIC, I believe that I fully understand and appreciate the difficulties 

and often anxiety that many students, including myself at times 

have towards the language! I hope to use my experience and 

understanding of the language to help students and to be a source 

of support to them, if they require any additional help.  

Additionally, as MIC continues to grow and with the fantastic work 

of our International Office, it is clear that our college is becoming a more diverse and multi-

cultural place to attend. Thus, I would like to build strong links with the International Office and 

the relevant college societies, to provide opportunities to experience these cultures for all 

students in MIC, both in Limerick and in Thurles.  

Finally, I am not a stranger to MISU. I was a class rep in my first year of college and I am aware of 

the fantastic work that the SU does and what will be expected of both Ashton and I, should we be 

lucky enough to be elected! I hope to be a voice for all students and I would be more than 

welcoming of any ideas and suggestions that anyone would have throughout the year.  

Please take a moment to read our election manifesto and remember to Vote #1 Farrell & O’Rourke 

for Culture & Irish Officer.  

 

Hi guys!  My name is Ashton O’Rourke and together with my friend, Niall 

Farrell, we would like to introduce ourselves as candidates for Culture and 

Irish Officers here in Mary I.  I am a third year B.Ed student here in MIC, 

currently preparing for my upcoming extended school placement.  I have 

always loved the Irish language for as long as I can remember.  However, I 

completely understand that this feeling is not shared by most students!  I 

hope that myself and Niall would be able to ease these woes for any 

student who may need a helping hand. 

I have recently worked with the Students Union and the International Office here in Mary I, 

showcasing our Limerick campus to prospective and incoming students from both Ireland and 

abroad.  Culture is a massive part of who each of us are, and we hope that the students at MIC 

would be given the opportunity to embrace not only their own culture, but those of others.  We’d 

hope to give the international students here at MIC a taste of Irish culture, language, dance and 

music with the help of our fantastic clubs and societies here in the college! 

Irish and culture are integral aspects of college life in MIC, and I feel that myself and Niall would 

be suitable to represent the students for the year ahead.  Please take a few minutes to read some 

of our ideas and don’t forget – Vótáil #1 Farrell and O’Rourke. 
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These are our ideas below, should we be elected as your Culture and Irish Officers  

 

 We hope to place a greater emphasis on the Irish language throughout Mary Immaculate 

College. We hope to improve and encourage the use of An Ghaeilge, and the celebration of 

all cultures in both the Limerick and Thurles campuses. 
 

 We aim to organise additional events during the course of Seachtain na Gaeilge next March 

– for example Pop Up Gaeltacht and Tráth na gCeist.  In conjunction with the Trad Music and 

Trad Dance societies, we would like to organise dance and music events not only during 

Seachtain na Gaeilge, but throughout the academic year. 

 

 To provide support for Irish learners of all levels of competency – in a formal and an informal 

context, for example, organising ciorcal comhrá or tae agus plé sessions, in conjunction with 

the Seomra Caidrimh. 

 

 We will support the B.Ed group as they complete their Tréimhse sa Ghaeltacht – providing 

them with help prior to their excursion and outlining any supports that are available to 

them. 

 

 We would discuss the possibility of organising additional Irish classes with the head of the 

relevant departments.  We feel that An Ghaeilge is an integral part of the college culture and 

atmosphere in Mary Immaculate College – however, students may wish to improve their 

spoken language and grammar. 

 

 We propose to create a ‘Gramadach na Gaeilge’ Moodle page, to be made available for all 

students.  We aim to create an extensive set of notes for students based on the main 

grammatical topics that are relevant. 

 

 We hope to create links with the International society and office in MIC, providing 

opportunities for International and Erasmus students to experience the Irish language and 

culture.  Similarly, we would propose to organise taster events alongside our international 

students and the international office – for example dancing, music and food tasting events.  

We feel that this would create strong links between all of our students as they experience 

various cultures. 

 

 For the students in both the Limerick and Thurles campuses, who have an interest in the 

Irish language but are not undertaking any Irish modules in their chosen course, we propose 

to select one hour per week, where these students can be provided with the opportunity to 

speak and learn Irish in an informal way, within an atmosphere of ease.  

 

 We would like to put suggestion boxes in both campuses, where students would have the 

opportunity to provide suggestions to us about events they would like to see taking place in 

relation to An Ghaeilge or relating to culture. This would enable all students to engage with 

us at any time, should they so wish and as such help us to ensure to that we will be taking 

the student voice into account in our planning.  

 

 With regards to RAG Week, we would like to have a number of acts included in the line-up 

throughout the week, who perform songs `as Gaeilge` and play traditional instruments, so as 

to help remind us of how proud we should be of our national language, traditions and 

heritage.  
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Seo iad na smaointí atá againn thíos, dá dtógfaí muid mar d’Oifigigh Cultúrtha agus Gaeilge. 

 

 Tá súil again chun níos mó béime a chur ar an nGaeilge ar fud Coláiste Mhuire Gan Smál.  Ba 

bhreá linn úsáid na Gaeilge, agus ceiliúradh cultúr, a fheabhsú agus a spreagadh i gcampus 

Luimnigh agus i gcampus Dhurlais araon. 

 

 Dírimid chun eachtraí breise a eagrú i rith Seachtain na Gaeilge i mí Márta seo chugainn – 

mar shample Pop Up Gaeltacht agus Tráth na gCeist.  i gcomhar le na cumainn Ceol 

Traidisiúnta agus Rince Traidisiúnta, ba bhreá linn imeachtaí damhsa agus ceoil a eagrú, ní 

hamháin i rith Seachtain na Gaeilge, ach i rith na bliana acadúil. 
 

 Tacaíocht a thabhairt do fhoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge – i gcómhthéacs foirmiúl agus i gcomhthéacs 

neamhfhoirmiúl mar shampla, ciorcal cómhra nó seisiún tae agus plé a eagrú, i comhar le 

and Seomra Caidrimh. 

 

 Tabharfaimid tacaíocht len lucht B.Oid nuair atá siad ag déanamh a dTréimhse sa Ghaeltacht 

– ag cabhrú dóibh roimh an turais agus ag imlíniú aon tacaíocht atá ar fáil dóibh. 

 

 Phléfimís an seans chun ranganna breise Gaeilge a eagrú le na ceannairí roinne ábhartha.  

Smaoinimid go cuid dhílis í an Ghaeilge don cultúr an coláiste agus an t-atmaisféar i gColáiste 

Mhuire Gan Smál – faraor, ba mhaith le na scoláirí a nGaeilge labhartha agus a ngramadach 

a fheabhsú. 

 

 Molaimid chun suíomh ‘Gramadach na Gaeilge’ a chruthú ar Moodle, chun a bheith ar fáil do 

na scoláirí go léir.  Dírimid chun sraith fhairsing nótaí a chruthú do na scoláirí bunaithe ar na 

príomh topaicí gramadaí atá ábhartha. 

 

 Tá súil again chun nascanna a chruthú le an cumann idirnáisiúnta agus an oifig idirnáisiúnta 

sa choláiste, ag cur deiseanna ar fáil do na scoláirí idirnáisiúnta agus Erasmus chun An 

Ghaeilge agus cultúr na hÉireann a eispéiriú.  Mar an gcéanna, molfaimís chun imeaachtaí 

‘taster’ a eagrú le taobh ár scoláirí idirnáisiúnta agus an oifig idirnáisiúnta – mar shampla 

rince, ceol agus blaiseadh bia.  Mothaimid go gcruthódh sé sin tréan nascanna idir ár scoláirí 

go léir agus iad ag eispéiriú culturacha eagsúla. 

 

 Do na scoláirí le suim sa teanga Gaeilge, ar champas Luimnigh agus ar champas Dhurlais, 

nach bhfuil ag déanamh aon modúl Gaeilge ina gcúrsaí féin, molaimid chun uair a chloig gach 

seachtain a roghnú, chun deis a thabhairt do na scoláirí seo chun an Ghaeilge a labhairt agus 

a fhoghlaim i mbealach neamhfhoirmiúl, in atmaisféar compórdach. 

 

 Ba mhaith linn bosca moltaí a chur sna dá campais, chun seasns a thabhairt do na mic léinn 

moltaí a sholáthar dúinn faoi eachtraí a thaithnóidís maidir leis an Ghaeilge nó cúrsaí 

cultúrtha.  Thabharfadh seans do na scoláirí chun a bheith i dteangmháil linn ag aon am, más 

maith leo agus mar sin, cabhródh sé sin dúinn chun guth na mac léinn a chur in ár bpléanáil. 

 

 Maidir le Seachtain an Coláiste (Seachtain Carthanachta), ba mhaith linn cuid do na bannaí 

eatarthu sa sceidil, chun amhráin ‘as Gaeilge’ a chasadh agus uirlisí tradisiúnta a sheinnt, 

chun a chur i gcuimhne dúinn a bheith bródúil dár teanga náisiúnta, dár dtraidisiúin agus dár 

n-oidhreacht.  

 


