
   

Election Manifesto: David Loughnane & Cillian McHugh 

(Postgraduate officer) 

Who we are: 

Dave 

I started my time in Mary Immaculate in 2006 on the access course for mature 

students. From there I went on the B.A programme, graduating in 2011 with a 

second class honours degree in English and History. In 2013 I was awarded my 

M.A in history, where I looked at the perception of disability in Ireland in the 

19th/20th centuries. I have served on the Students’ Union council previously as the 

Welfare officer and have a great understanding of how the Union works. About 

me; I am friendly, always up for a laugh and hurling mad, and will bring ALL of these qualities to the 

role of postgrad officer. As someone with a disability I fully believe that everyone can achieve their 

goals given the right tools and I want to help my fellow students achieve theirs. 

Cillian 

I’m in my third year of my Psychology PhD. My assistantship is coming to an end so 

I’m looking for an alternative distraction for actually doing my thesis. I’ve been 

involved in MISU over the years (Vice-President/Academic Officer 12/13, Returning 

Officer 2014-2016, and I also sit on MISU Advisory Committee) so I know how things 

work, and I have a good sense of what may or may not be achievable in the role of 

Postgraduate officer. I’m also hoping to finish next year too, so go easy on me! 

Manifesto 

 To provide a daily presence for postgrad to report any issues 

 Restart Lunchtime presentations for Postgrads 

 Organise interdisciplinary discussion groups 

 Postgrad social mixers – including monthly coffee mornings 

 Work on getting a recreational area for Postgrads in the Mount 

 Organize workshops focusing developing professional career – CV, Publications etc. 

 Monthly Thesis Writing Support Group meetings 

 Weekly writers’ group 

 Writers’ week each semester 

 Ensure election of all postgraduate class reps to ensure effective line of communication 

between postgraduates and MISU 

 Monthly meetings of Graduate Students Forum 

 Report weekly to MISU Executive Committee - follow up on all matters discussed, and report 

back to Graduate Students Forum 


